2^6                      The Peace Without a Parallel
posed alliance of the aristocracy and the rich capitalists '
against the workers and the small middle class. They found
themselves faced with a Bill which offered to take the entire
middle class into the electorate, and accordingly threatened to
leave the workers to fight their battle utterly alone. Moreover,
they knew that, whatever they said, a large section among the
workers would follow Place's lead in agitating for the Bill as
it stood.
In this difficult situation the working-class fortes divided.
Cobbett, after an attempt to insist on the inclusion of the
Ballot as a condition of support, rallied his followers behind the
demand for the whole Bill as a first instalment of Reform, with-
out ceasing to adjure the workers to "watch the Philosophical
villains" as well as the Whigs, and to stand ready to act against
a new betrayal. On the other hand the National Union of the
Working Classes and a few of the Northern Reform societies
cried out fiercely against a measure which proposed to hand
the workers over to the mercies of the capitalist class, and
sought to rally the working-class forces behind a demand for
nothing less than Manhood Suffrage. Henry Hunt, who had
been elected as M.P. for Preston in 1829 against the powerful
Stanley interest, shared the view of the extreme left; but his
Preston constituents were all for the Bill, and he found himself
in the House of Commons compelled to vote with the Whigs,
though he continued to speak against them. In effect, it had
become plain, as soon as the Whig Bill was issued, that the
choice for the Radicals lay between working for the Bill and
adopting a definitely revolutionary attitude; and, faced with
this choice, most of the leaders rallied to the Bill, either because
they were against revolution or because they felt it to be
hopeless.
The Whig Bill was carried on second reading in the House
of Commons by a single vote. That meant that, even apart
from the attitude of the House of Lords, there was no chance
at all of carrying it through Committee without large modi-
fications, which public opinion would certainly not be pre-
pared to accept. The Whigs had either to give way to the
Tories, now reinforced by Whig malcontents who regarded the
Bill as a betrayal of the Whig aristocracy, or to face a new